
castle roquefixade





entrez
chÂteau de roquefixade

during a recent holiday in the south of france

i was told of a castle ruin in a small town known as

roquefixade.

I went to visit and I wish to share what i found

with you

please enjoy



In the French Mid Pyrenees east of Foix

within Ariège,

 is a small village called Roquefixade with 

a population of 152.

Originally a fortified town of the Cathares,

the fortification is now  

a ruin sitting  atop its highest peak.

The ruins are known as Château De Roquefixade.







The name of Roquefixade is derived from the Catalan 

phrase roca fisada (fissured rock).

A fissure on top of the peak was Filled in and an archway 

built supporting a rampart.

A keep was built at the highest point and the remains of 

the wall circle this position.

The Keep was remodelled in the 14th century and 

alterations done later in the 14th and 15th centuries.



Becoming a stronghold it was built

towards the end of the 13th century.

its purpose was to watch over the 

territory of the County of Foix.

It is located at the end of a line of fortresses

along the hills of Cordières.







During 1632 King Louis XIII rested there on his way to

Toulouse for the execution of Henri II, Duke of

Montmorency.

Henri II had raised up against Richieleu,

the Kings right-hand man.

Richieleu is recognised as the world’s first prime Minister.



While there he ordered the destruction of 

the Roquefixade.

His reasoning was the cost of maintainenance 

and its purpose had been served.







The Ruins are more modern than the

records indicate which date back to 1180 ad.

while the ruins are marketed as one of the 

Cather Castles they are later than this.

However The village did provide refuge for the 

Cathers during the Albigensiun Crusade.



Châteaux Cathares (Cathar Castles) is a

modern term used by the tourism industry

and incorporates a 

series of fortresses built at the end of 

the Albigensian Crusade by the French King.

Most of these sites are just fortified villages.







Real Châteax Cathares in the territory of Languedoc 

are fortified homesteads.

Examples of these being Laurac, Fanjeaux, and 

Mas-Saintes-Puelles.

Some sites like Lastours, Cabaret, Monségur and Termes 

were Castra before they were razed to the ground.

sites like Lastours, Cabaret, Monségur,Termes

and Puilaurens became citadels later.



You can see Monségur silhoutted in the distance







Presently the ruins are listed by the

French Ministry of Culture

as a Monument Historique.

A myth exists of a legend of Cather architects and 

builders. 

However The evidence shows the Cathar Church where not 

the builders.

The only monuments that can truly claim to be Cathar

are those which experienced the events of the first

half of the century.

These are ruins of small castles off the tourist route and 

are generally unknown to the public.
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